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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 and 3-4 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 because of the following 
informalities: 

In claim 1 , line 8, it is suggested to add a -comma- after "apparatus". 
In claim 3, line 2, the occurrence of "the means for memorizing and managing the 
finding frequency" seems to refer back to "means for memorizing and managing 
a finding frequency" as recited in claim 2, lines 1-2. If this is true, it is suggested 
to change "claim 1" to -claim 2-. 

In claim 4, line 14, it is suggested to change "s" to -is--. Also in line 15, the 
occurrence of "a finding frequency" seems to refer to "the finding frequency" as 
recited in line 10. If this is true, it is suggested to change "a finding frequency" to 
-the finding frequency-. 

Claims 2 and 5-8 are objected to because they are dependent on claim 1 , 
respectively. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 

to non-statutory subject matter. 
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In claim 9, line 1 , the "computer program" is directed to non-statutory subject 
matter because it is not a useful process, machine/manufacture, or composition 
of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof. Similar problem exists in 
lines 2 and 4, (claim 10, line 1), (claim 11, line 1), and (claim 12, line 1). See 
MPEP2106.IV.B.1 (a). 

It is suggested to change "a computer program" or "program" to -a computer 
readable medium encoded with instructions capable of being executed by a 
computer for a network connectable device via a wireless relay apparatus 
comprising-. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to 
the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Phillips etal. (5745481). 

In claim 1, Phillips et al. discloses an information processing device (see figure 
16, block 400 and column 1 1 , lines 58-67) having a communication function of 
performing a network connection via a wireless relay apparatus (see abstract, 
coverage areas) comprising: means for finding (see figure 15 and column 10, 
lines 59-67 and column 11, lines 1-5) the wireless relay apparatus (see figure 7); 
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and means for displaying information (see figure 16, blocks 436 and 434), which 
is characterized according to identification information (see column 5, lines 30- 
39) of the wireless relay apparatus when the means for finding the wireless relay 
apparatus finds the wireless relay apparatus. 

In claim 2, Phillips et al. discloses an information processing device (see figure 
16, block 400 and column 1 1 , lines 58-67) having a communication function of 
performing a network connection via a wireless relay apparatus (see abstract, 
coverage areas) further comprising, means for memorizing and managing a 
finding frequency (see scan list, column 11, lines 37-57) of the wireless relay 
apparatus found by the means for finding the wireless relay apparatus, wherein 
the means for displaying the information displays information (see figure 1 6, 
blocks 436 and 434) according to the finding frequency managed by the means 
for memorizing and managing the finding frequency (see scan list, column 1 1 , 
lines 37-57). 

In claim 3, Phillips et al. discloses an information processing device (see figure 
16, block 400 and column 1 1 , lines 58-67) having a communication function of 
performing a network connection via a wireless relay apparatus (see abstract, 
coverage areas), wherein the means for memorizing and managing the finding 
frequency (see scan list, column 1 1 , lines 37-57) has means for associating each 
identification information (see column 7) of the wireless relay apparatuses (see 
scan list, SSID, NID column 1 1 , lines 37-57) which can be found by the means 
for finding the wireless relay apparatus with information displayed by the means 
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for displaying information and managing the identification information and the 
displayed information. 

In claim 5, Phillips et al. discloses an information processing device (see figure 
16, block 400 and column 1 1 , lines 58-67) having a communication function of 
performing a network connection via a wireless relay apparatus (see abstract, 
coverage areas), wherein the means for displaying information acquires service 
information or advertisement information (see system message, column 7, lines 
9-17 and SSID in a predetermined number of frames, column 7, lines 42-46) 
when using the wireless relay apparatus found by the means for finding the 
wireless relay apparatus based on information associated with the wireless relay 
apparatus which is found by the means for finding the wireless relay apparatus 
managed by the means for memorizing and managing a finding frequency when 
. the means for finding the wireless relay apparatus finds the wireless relay 
apparatus, and displays the acquired corresponding Information (see figure 16, 
blocks 436 and 434). 

In claim 6, Phillips et al. discloses an information processing device (see figure 
16, block 400 and column 1 1 , lines 58-67) having a communication function of 
performing a network connection via a wireless relay apparatus (see abstract, 
coverage areas), wherein the means for displaying information judges (see 
match, column 8, lines 36 -49 and highest priority, column 1 1 , lines 36-57) a 
condition associated with the wireless relay apparatus (see match, column 8, 
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lines 36 -49) found by the means for finding the wireless relay apparatus 
managed by the means for memorizing and managing a finding frequency when 
the means for finding the wireless relay apparatus finds the wireless relay 
apparatus, and reflects the corresponding judgment contents (see match, column 
8, lines 36 -49 and highest priority, column 1 1 , lines 36-57)in the display 
information or the display form (see figure 16, blocks 436 and 434). 
In claim 7, Phillips et al. discloses an information processing device (see figure 
16, block 400 and column 1 1 , lines 58-67) having a communication function of 
performing a network connection via a wireless relay apparatus (see abstract, 
coverage areas), wherein the means for displaying information displays 
selectable information (select channel for coverage area, column 10, lines 26-42) 
(see column 8, lines 36 -49 and column 11, lines 36-57 and column 10, lines 26- 
42) characterized according to identification information on the found wireless 
relay apparatus, and sets connected environment (select channel for coverage 
area, column 10, lines 26-42) using the wireless relay apparatus found by the 
means for finding the wireless relay apparatus when the corresponding 
information is selected (see column 8, lines 36 -49 and column 1 1 , lines 36-57. 
and column 10, lines 26-42). 

In claim 8, Phillips et al. discloses an information processing device (see figure 
16, block 400 and column 1 1 , lines 58-67) having a communication function of 
performing a network connection via a wireless relay apparatus (see abstract, 
coverage areas), wherein the means for displaying information comprises means 
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for acquiring a database (see column 1 1 , lines 37-57 and column 13, lines 42-65) 
associating each identification information of the wireless relay apparatuses 
which can be found by the means for finding the wireless relay apparatus with 
information displayed by the means for displaying information from an external 
apparatus which is connected with the network through the means for finding the 
wireless relay apparatus and the wireless relay apparatus and managing the 
database (see column 13, lines 42-65). 

In claim 9, Phillips et al. discloses a computer readable medium encoded with 
instructions capable of being executed by a computer (see column 12, lines 4-31) 
for a network connectable device via a wireless relay apparatus (see abstract, 
coverage areas), comprising, finding (see figure 15 and column 10, lines 59-67 
and column 1 1 , lines 1-5) the wireless relay apparatus (see figure 7); and 
displaying (see figure 16, blocks 436 and 434) characterized information (see 
column 1 1 , lines 37-57) according to an identification information (see column 5, 
lines 30-39) on the found wireless relay apparatus. 

In claim 10, Phillips et al. discloses a computer readable medium encoded with 
instructions capable of being executed by a computer (see column 12, lines 4-31) 
for a network connectable device via a wireless relay apparatus (see abstract, 
coverage areas), wherein the displaying (see figure 16, blocks 436 and 434) 
includes managing each finding frequency of the found wireless relay 
apparatuses (see scan list, column 1 1 , lines 37-57), and reflecting (see column 
1 1 , lines 37-57) the managed finding frequency to the displayed information. 
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In claim 1 1 , Phillips et al. discloses a computer readable medium encoded with 
instructions capable of being executed by a computer (see column 12, lines 4-31) 
for a network connectable device via a wireless relay apparatus (see abstract, 
coverage areas), wherein the displaying (see figure 16, blocks 436 and 434) 
includes managing a database (see column 1 1 , lines 37-57) which associates the 
wireless relay apparatuses each identification information which can be found 
with display information (see figure 16, blocks 436 and 434), acquiring 
information associated with the found wireless relay apparatus from the 
database, and displaying (see figure 16, blocks 436 and 434) the acquired 
information (see column 1 1 , lines 37-57) (see column 5, lines 30-39) in the 
display form corresponding to the finding frequency of the found wireless relay 
apparatus when finding the wireless relay apparatus. 
In claim 12, Phillips et al. discloses a computer readable medium encoded with 
instructions capable of being executed by a computer (see column 12, lines 4-31) 
for a network connectable device via a wireless relay apparatus (see abstract, 
coverage areas), wherein the displaying (see figure 16, blocks 436 and 434) 
information capable of select operation (see channel selecting means, column 
12, lines 32-44), characterized according to identification information (see column 
5, lines 30-39) on the found wireless relay apparatus, and setting connection 
environment (select channel for coverage area, column 10, lines 26-42) using the 
found wireless relay apparatus when the displayed information is selected (see 
column 8, lines 36-49 and column 11, lines 36-57 and column 10, lines 26-42). 
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Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Phillips et 
al. (5745481) in view of Hillman (US 7054627 B1). 

In claim 4, Phillips et al; discloses an information processing device (see figure 
16, block 400 and column 1 1 , lines 58-67) having a communication function of 
performing a network connection via a wireless relay apparatus (see abstract, 
coverage areas), comprising, the means for displaying information for 
identification information on the wireless relay apparatus (see figure 16, blocks 
436 and 434), which is found by the means for finding the wireless relay 
apparatus (see figure 15 and column 10, lines 59-67 and column 11, lines 1-5), 
based on information (see column 5, lines 30-39) associated with the wireless 
relay apparatus, which is found by the means for finding the wireless relay 
apparatus managed by the means for memorizing and managing the finding 
frequency (see scan list, column 1 1 , lines 37-57), when the means for finding the 
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wireless relay apparatus finds the wireless relay apparatus, and displays 
messages in a display form corresponding to the finding frequency which is 
managed by the means for memorizing and managing a finding frequency, but 
does not expressly disclose that the display information generating a peculiar 
icon or a character message for identification information on the wireless relay 
apparatus. 

Hillman discloses a display information device (see figure 1, block 116) 
generating a peculiar icon or a character message (see column 2, lines 50-54 
and figure 5) for identification information on the wireless relay apparatus (see 
column 2, lines 50-54). 

Phillips et al. and Hillman are analogous art because they are from the same 
fields of endeavor of finding wireless access points for providing network 
connections. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to use Hillman's display device (see figure 1, block 1 16) in Phillips 
et al.'s receiver device (see figure 1 6, block 434) to generate a peculiar icon or a 
character message. 

The motivation to combine would have been to have a display unit capable of 
displaying communication information for different access points in a network. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Code-Number-Kind Code 


Date MM- 
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Classification 
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05-2006 
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US-5,839,075 A 


11-1998 


Haartsen et al. 


455/450 
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US-7,039,424 B2 


05-2006 


Gorsuch, Thomas E. 


455/456.3 
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US-2003/0235164 A1 


12-2003 


Rogers et al. 


370/331 
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US-2004/0203416 A1 
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Hata et al. 
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v 8. All of the above are recited to show an information-processing device for finding 
access points. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Abdullah Riyami whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
31 19. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 8am-5pm 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dang Ton can be reached on (571) 272-3171. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free); If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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